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SUBJECT: ASIAN COLLECTIVE SECURITY PLAN AFGHAN-SOVIET 
DIFFERENCES 

REF: KABUL 3656 

1 IN DISCUSSIONS WITH SOVEMBOFF AND AFGHAN MFA HERE, IT 
OBVIOUS THAT SOVIET AND AFGHAN INTERPRETATIONS OF THAT 
PORTION JOINT STATEMENT ISSUED AT END PRESIDENT DAOUD'S 
VISIT REGARDING SOVIET-ASIAN COLLECTIVE SECURITY PLAN DIFFER 
MARKEDLY. KEY POINT AT ISSUE IS WHETHER SETTLEMENT OF 
DISPUTES (READ PUSHTINISTAN) IS PRECONDITION OF ESTAB- 
LISHMENT COLLECTIVE SECURITY PLAN. 
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2. SOVEMBOFF GAVRIFOV (WHO ACTED AS INTERPRETER AT LEAST 
SOME OF SESSIONS BETWEEN TWO LEADERS) EMPHATICALLY TOLD 
ADCM IUNE 17 THAT AFGHANS HAD ACCEPTED VIEW THAT SETTLE- 
MENT OF DISPUTES BETWEEN ASIAN COUNTRIES NEED NOT COME 
BEFORE ESTABLISHMENT COLLECTIVE SECURITY PLAN. HE ARGUED 
THAT ESTABLISHMENT COLLECTIVE SECURITY PLAN WOULD 
FACILITATE SETTLEMENT OF THESE DISPUTES. 

3. IN DISCUSSING POINT WITH ADCM JUNE 18, ACTG DEPFONMIN 
GHAUS STATED THAT JOINT STATEMENT HAD BEEN DRAFTED AND 
NEGOTIATED IN DARI LANGUAGE AND THAT DARI LANGUAGE WAS 
CONTROLLING. IN DARI LANGUAGE, IT WAS CLEAR THAT SETTLEMENT 
OF DISPUTES WAS PRECONDITION TO AFGHAN SUPPORT FOR COLLECTIVE 
SECURITY PLAN (IN ADDITION TO ALL STATES' FORMULA). GHAUS 

WAS EMPHATIC AND POSITIVE; GOA HAD NOT YIELDED ON THIS 
BASIC POINT. HE CONFIRMED "KABIL TIMES" ENGLISH TRANS- 
LATION WAS OFFICIAL TRANSLATION. WHEN TOLD THAT SOVIET 
EMBOFF HAS CLAIMED THAT SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES WAS NOT 
PRECONDITION TO COLLECTIVE SECURITY PLAN, GHAUS RESPONDED 
SOVIETS MUST HAVE MISTRANSLATED DARI INTO RUSSIAN OR HAD 
MISUNDERSTOOD WHAT HAD BEEN AGREED UPON. IN CONCLUSION, HE 
POINTED TO PRESIDENT DAOUD’S SPEECH, WHICH HE SAID SHOULD 
BE READ IN CONJUNCTION WITH JOINT STATEMENT, WHEREIN DAOUD 
STATED THAT AGREEMENT ON COLLECTIVE SECURITY PLAN MUST NOT 
ASSUME PRIORITY OVER SOLUTION OF REGIONAL DISPUTES. GHAUS 
EXPLAINED THIS MEANT THAT PARTIES TO DISPUTE SHOULD NOT BE 
EXPECTED TO EITHER GLOSS OVER BASIC DIFFERENCES IN "EUPHORIA 
OF AGREEMENT" ON COLLECTIVE SECURITY PLAN OR THAT THESE 
DISPUTES SHOULD BE PUT IN DEEP FREEZE. 

4. GHAUS' EXPOSITION EVEN STRONGER THAN EARLIER 
STATEMENT BY DIR/INFO FARHANG TO ADCM MAKING SAME POINT. 
ELIOT 
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